
 

Set Standards Preferences 

In order to work with standards in PowerTeacher gradebook, set the PowerTeacher gradebook 
preferences to display standards and enable standards based grading. 

Use the Standards tab on the Preferences dialog to customize what standards and additional grades 
appear in the Final Grade mode on the Scoresheet window. 

The administrator may set standards-based grading to be used in the gradebook by default. If this is not 
enabled by the administrator, you can enable it on the Preferencesdialog. 

You can also set grading calculations on this dialog. For more information, see Standard Score 
Calculations. For more information on auto-calculating higher level standards, seeAuto-Calculate Higher 
Level Standards Grades. 

Note: The Lead Teacher settings are used for certain Standards preferences that affect the way data is 
saved to PowerSchool. You can only modify standards preferences on sections if you are the Lead 
Teacher. 

How to Set Standards Preferences 

1. From the gradebook menu bar, choose PowerTeacher Gradebook > Preferences. 
The Preferences dialog appears. 

2. Click the Standards tab, if not already selected. 

3. Select the Display Standards and Other Measures in Final Grade Mode to enable entry of 
standards based grades in Final Grade mode on the Scoresheet. 

4. Select Enable Standards Based Grading with Assignments to enable standards based 
grading for assignments on the Scoresheet. 

5. Select the default grade calculation from the Default Standard Final Grade pop-up menu. 

6. To calculate the higher level standards grades from the lowest level standards grades, select 
the .Automatically calculate higher level standards grades from lowest level standards 
grades checkbox. 
Notes: 
When selecting the calculation method to apply to the automatic calculation of the higher level 
standards, be aware that the calculation is derived from the lower level standards grades, not the 
assignments standards grades. 
Based on the calculation method selected, the higher level standards grade is calculated ONLY 
from the lower level standards directly associated to it. When this feature is enabled, the higher 
level Math standard is calculated from the average of the lower level standards. For example, 
with the Mean (Average) calculation method selected, the Math standard is calculated as (4+2+3) 
/ 3 = 3. 
You can select the specific higher level standards you want to automatically calculate by 
choosing Selected Standards from the pop-up menu. Click the Select Standards button to 
choose which standards to calculate from the lower level standards.  
Select the Allow the higher level standards to be scored on assignments checkbox to allow 
you to enter an assignment score on the higher level standards you selected. 

7. Select the Allow assignment scores to auto-calculate the assignment 
standards scores checkbox to push assignment scores to the standards assignment scores. 

8. Click OK to save your changes. 

  

http://ps.basd.net/powerschool-webhelp/gradebook/WebHelp/auto-calculate_higher_level_standards_grades.htm
http://ps.basd.net/powerschool-webhelp/gradebook/WebHelp/auto-calculate_higher_level_standards_grades.htm
javascript:BSSCPopup('windows/preferencesdialog.htm');


Associate Standards to an Assignment 

Associate standards to an assignment to allow the entry of standards based scores on that assignment. 

For complete details on adding an assignment, see Add Assignments. 

Note: You must have the appropriate standards preferences enabled in order to associate standards to 
an assignment. For more information, see Set Standards Preferences. 

How to Associate Standards to an Assignment 

1. Select a class from the Classes pane. 

2. Click the Assignments tab. The Assignment window appears. 

3. Double-click on the applicable assignment. The Assignment Detail window appears. 

4. Click the Standards tab. The available standards appear. For more information on the available 
standards, see View Standards Details. 

 

5. Select the checkbox next to the standards you want to associate to the assignment. 

6. Click Save. 

Disassociate Standards from an Assignment 

Upon reviewing assignments and their associated standards, you may find the need to disassociation 
standards from an assignment. 

How to Disassociate Standards from an Assignment 

1. Select a class from the Classes pane. 

2. Click the Assignments tab. The Assignment window appears. 

3. Double-click on the applicable assignment. The Assignment Detail window appears. 

4. Click the Standards tab. The available standards appear. For more information on the available 
standards, see View Standards Details. 

5. Deselect the checkbox next to the standards you want to disassociate from the assignment. 

6. Click Save. 
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View Standards Details Dialog 

View detailed information on each standard you want to associate to an assignment, such as the 
description, the grade scale, cut off and value. 

For complete details on adding an assignment, see Add Assignments. 

Note: You must have the appropriate standards preferences enabled in order to view standards details. 
For more information, see Set Standards Preferences. 

How to View Standards Details Dialog 

1. Select a class from the Classes pane. 

2. Click the Assignments tab. The Assignment window appears. 

3. Double-click on the applicable assignment. The Assignment Detail window appears. 

4. Click the Standards tab. The available standards appear. 

5. To view details about a particular standard, double-click on the standard name, or click the arrow 
to the right of the standard name. The Standard Details dialog appears. For more information, 
see the Standards Details Dialog field description table. 

 

6. Click OK to close the dialog. 

Work with Standards Scores 

Each mode on the Scoresheet provides a special view of standards data. Each view is optimized for quick 
entry and focused on the following specific tasks: 

 Assignments mode: Enter in standards scores for specific assignments 

 Final Grades Mode: Review and change overall standards final grades 

 Student view mode: Review, enter, and edit both assignment specific standard scores and overall 
standards final grades for a given student. 
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View Standards Associated to an Assignment 

You can view and work with multiple assignments and their associated standards on the Scoresheet 
Assignments window. The standards drawer allows you to expand and contract the associated standards 
columns. 

When all standards associated to an assignment have scores entered, the “S” icon color changes to 
green to provide a visual indicator that the all standards have scores provided. This allows the teacher to 
see that there are no missing scores, without having to open the standards drawer to review each 
associated standard column. 

How to View Standards Using the Standards Drawer 

1. Select a class from the Classes pane. 

2. Click the Scoresheet tab. 

3. Click Assignments mode. The Scoresheet Assignments window appears. 

4. Assignment columns with associated standards display a gray “S” icon with an arrow. Click the 
icon to display the associated standards: 

 

5. Click the “S” icon again to collapse the display of standards columns: 

 

View Standards Details Window 

You can view standards details on the Scoresheet window in any mode. 

How to View Standards Details Window 

1. Select a class from the Classes pane. 

2. Click the Scoresheet tab. The Scoresheet window appears. 

3. Click Assignments, Final Grades or Student mode. 

4. Click the arrow on the standards column header. The Standards Details window appears. For 
more information, see Standards Details Window. 
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Note: Alternately, you can right-click on the Standards column header and select Show 
Details on the Standards Assignments Shortcut Menu. 

5. Click the Related Standards tab to view all associated standards. 

6. On the Related Standards tab, click on the arrow next to a standard name to view the Standards 
Details dialog, which displays the grade scale associated to the standard. For more information, 
see How to View the Standards Details Dialog. 

View Standards Details Window 

You can view standards details on the Scoresheet window in any mode. 

How to View Standards Details Window 

1. Select a class from the Classes pane. 

2. Click the Scoresheet tab. The Scoresheet window appears. 

3. Click Assignments, Final Grades or Student mode. 

4. Click the arrow on the standards column header. The Standards Details window appears. For 
more information, see Standards Details Window. 

 
Note: Alternately, you can right-click on the Standards column header and select Show 
Details on the Standards Assignments Shortcut Menu. 

5. Click the Related Standards tab to view all associated standards. 

6. On the Related Standards tab, click on the arrow next to a standard name to view the Standards 
Details dialog, which displays the grade scale associated to the standard. For more information, 
see How to View the Standards Details Dialog. 

 

Enter Standards Scores and Attributes for an Assignment with the 

Standards Score Inspector 

Use the Standards Score Inspector to enter scores for each standard associated to an assignment. 
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Note: You must have the appropriate standards preferences enabled in order to enter standards scores. 
For more information, see Set Standards Preferences. 

How to Enter Standards Scores and Attributes for an Assignment with 
the Standards Score Inspector 

1. Select a class from the Classes pane. 

2. To enter scores for a group of students, select the group from the Student Groups pane. 
Otherwise, all active students display by default. 

3. Click the Scoresheet tab, then click Assignments mode. The Scoresheet Assignments window 
appears. 

4. Click the standards draw icon (S) on the assignment column header to display all standards 
associated to the assignment. For more information, see Associate Standards to an Assignment. 

5. Click the assignment score field under the applicable standard column. 

6. Do one of the following: 

 From the gradebook menu bar, choose Tools > Score Inspector. 

 If using a one-button mouse, press COMMAND+click and select Score Inspector. 

 If using a two-button mouse, right-click and select Score Inspector. 

The Standards Score Inspector dialog displays the assignment details. For more information, see 
Standards Score Inspector Dialog. 

7. Select the applicable attribute and score for the standards assignment. 
Note: Use the navigation buttons (arrows) to navigate to the next standard column, assignment, 
or student on the Standards Score Inspector. 

8. Click Close. The attribute and/or score appears on the Scoresheet window. 

Fill Assignment Standards Scores 

Use the Fill Scores command to quickly and easily enter the same score for all students or for a single 
standard. 

You can select Fill Scores from the gradebook menu bar. Alternately, you can right-mouse click if you 
are using a two-button mouse. 

How to Fill Assignment Standards Scores 

1. Select a class from the Classes pane. 

2. To enter scores for a group of students, select the group from the Student Groups pane. 
Otherwise, all active students display by default. 

3. Click the Scoresheet tab, then click Assignments mode. The Scoresheet Assignments window 
appears. 

4. Click the standards draw icon (S) on the assignment column header to display all standards 
associated to the assignment. 

5. Right-click on the standard column header for which you want to fill scores and select Fill 
Scores from the shortcut menu. The Fill Assignment Standard Scores dialogappears. 
Note: You can also choose Tools > Fill Scores from the gradebook menu bar. For additional 
entry options, see Quick Entry Tips. 

6. Indicate whether you want to only fill empty scores or replace all scores by selecting one of the 
following options: 

1.  
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 Items with No Score 

 Replace All 

7. Select assignment attributes or enter a score value. 

8. Click OK. The values you selected appear on the scoresheet. 

9. Click Save. 

Quick Fill Assignment Standards Scores 

Quick Fill allows you to assign only the points possible or grade scale associated with the assignment or 
final grade. 

How to Quick Fill Assignment Standards Scores 

1. Select a class from the Classes pane. 

2. To enter scores for a group of students, select the group from the Student Groups pane. 
Otherwise, all active students display by default. 

3. Click the Scoresheet tab, then click Assignments mode. The Scoresheet Assignments window 
appears. 

4. Click the standards draw icon (S) on the assignment column header to display all standards 
associated to the assignment. 

5. Right-click on the standard column header for which you want to fill scores and 
select Quick Fill from the shortcut menu. A pop-up menu displays the available grade scale for 
the standard. 

6. Select a score from the pop-up menu. The value you selected appears in all score fields that 
previously had no value entered on the scoresheet. 

7. Click Save. 

 

Clear Assignment Standards Scores 

Use the Clear Scores command to remove all previously entered assignment scores and attributes. 

How to Clear Assignment Standards Scores 

1. Select a class from the Classes pane. 

2. To enter scores for a group of students, select the group from the Student Groups pane. 
Otherwise, all active students display by default. 

3. Click the Scoresheet tab, then click Assignments mode. The Scoresheet Assignments window 
appears. 

4. Click the standards draw icon (S) on the assignment column header to display all standards 
associated to the assignment. 

5. Right-click on the standard column header for which you want to fill scores and select Clear 
Scores from the shortcut menu. A confirmation message appears. Click OK to proceed. 

6. The previously entered scores and attributes are removed from the selected column. 
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Copy and Paste Assignment Standards Scores 

You can copy scores entered in one standard to any other standard on the scoresheet. 

How to Copy and Paste Assignment Standards Scores 

1. Select a class from the Classes pane. 

2. To enter scores for a group of students, select the group from the Student Groups pane. 
Otherwise, all active students display by default. 

3. Click the Scoresheet tab, then click Assignments mode. The Scoresheet Assignments window 
appears. 

4. Click the standards draw icon (S) on the assignment column header to display all standards 
associated to the assignment. 

5. Right-click on the standard column header for which you want to copy scores and select Copy 
Scores from the shortcut menu. 

6. Right-click on the assignment or standard column header for which you want to paste scores and 
select Paste Scores from the shortcut menu. A confirmation message appears. Click OK to 
proceed. 
Note: You can only paste valid scores in an assignment or standard column. For example, you 
cannot paste letter grades into a column that is assigned a numeric grade scale. 

7. The copied scores and attributes appear in the column you selected and the fields are shaded 
until you save the changes. 

8. Click Save. 

  

Auto-Calculate Higher Level Standards Grades 

You can set the gradebook to auto-calculate the higher level standards grades from the lower level 
standards grades, allowing you to enter standards grades for each associated standard and allowing the 
gradebook to populate the  higher level standard with the calculated grade, based on the selections made 
on the Preferences dialog. 

Grading Methods 

Conversion scales created in PowerSchool are applied in the grading methods listed in the following 
table. In specialized cases, these methods need special values in order to translate into a different scale. 

Grading Method Description 

Values and Cut-offs This is the main way that alphanumeric scales work. Every letter has a 
grade value. Those values are added together then the cut-off is used to 
determine the final grade. For example: 

A = 100, B= 80 

Student has A, A, B (value = 100, 100, 80) 

Average = 92.5%. The cut-off for A is 90, so the final grade is A. 

There are two scenarios where a numeric scale uses a value and cut-off. 

Basic Numbers This is the main way that numeric scales work. Basic numbers have no 
special values. 
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For example: 

4, 4, 3, 3 = 4, 4, 3, 3. 

Average = 3.5. 

There are two scenarios where a numeric scale does not use basic 
numbers. In order to calculate the grade correctly, Translation Values are 
used. 

Standards Scenarios 

The conversion scales calculation in PowerTeacher gradebook is dependent on the preferences the 
teacher has set on the Standards tab of the Preferences dialog in the gradebook. 

If no calculation preferences are set: 

Standards Scenario Alphanumeric Scale Numeric 
Scale 

Using assignment 
standard scores to 
calculate the final 
standards grade 

Uses values and cut-offs to calculate the 
final standards grade. Every letter has a 
grade value. The grade values are added, 
then the cut-off is used to determine the 
final grade. 

Uses basic 
numbers with 
no special 
values. 

If preference is set to calculate the higher level standards grades from lowest level standards grades: 

Standards Scenario Alphanumeric Scale Numeric Scale 

Rolling up standards final 
grades to the higher level 
standards, when all lower 
level standards have the 
same scale 

Uses values and cut-offs to 
calculate the final standards 
grade. Every letter has a grade 
value. The grade values are 
added, then the cut-off is used to 
determine the final grade. 

Uses basic 
numbers with no 
special values. 

Rolling up standards final 
grades to the higher level 
standards, when some of 
lower level standards 
have different types of 
conversion scales 

Uses values and cut-offs to 
calculate the final standards 
grade. Every letter has a grade 
value. The grade values are 
added, then the cut-off is used to 
determine the final grade. 

Uses the grade 
value and cut-off 
to use the values 
and cut-offs 
grading method. 

If preference is set to allow assignment scores to auto-calculate the assignment standards scores: 

Standards 
Scenario 

Alphanumeric Scale Numeric Scale 

Pushing scores 
from the 
assignment to 
the standards 
scores in the 
drawer 

Uses values and cut-offs to 
calculate the final standards 
grade. Every letter has a 
grade value. The cut-off is 
used to determine the 
assignment standards 
score. 

For numeric scales, this always 
involves different scales, since it 
goes from points/percent/letter 
grade translating to the numeric 
scale, so translation values are 
needed. 
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How to Auto-Calculate Higher Level Standards Grades 

1. From the gradebook menu bar, choose PowerTeacher Gradebook > Preferences. 
The Preferences dialog appears. 

2. Click the Standards tab, if not already selected. 

3. Select the Automatically calculate higher level standards grades from lowest level 
standards grades checkbox. 

4. From the Default higher level standards final grade pop-up menu, select the default calculation 
method for the higher level standards grades. 

5. To enable the auto-calculation for specific standards, choose Selected Standards from the 
Calculate these higher level standards pop-up menu. Choose which standards will be auto-
calculated by clicking the Select Standards button. 

6. To higher level standards to still have assignment scores. Note that assignment scores do not 
auto-calculate into the higher level standards grades. 

7. Click OK. 

8. Select a class from the Classes pane. 

9. Click the Scoresheet tab, then select Final Grades mode. The Scoresheet Final Grades 
window appears. 

10. Standards final grades that have the auto-calculation enabled display an arrow and gear icon in 
the header and on the Standards Detail window. On one of these standards, enter the applicable 
scores in the lower level standards. Note that the higher level standard final grade automatically 
calculates, based on the calculation mode set on the Preferences dialog, and the conversion 
scales assigned to the standard. 

11. Make any necessary adjustments or manual entries and select Tools > Recalculate Final Scores 
to display the correct auto-calculated standards final grades. 

12. Click Save. 

  

Push Assignment Scores to Assignment Standards Scores 

You can set the gradebook to auto-calculate the assignment standards scores from the assignment 
score, essentially "pushing" the assignment scores to the assignment standards scores in the drawer on 
the Scoresheet tab. You can also set the default for pushing the assignment scores when creating new 
assignments, or categories. 

How to Push Assignment Scores to Assignment Standards Scores 

1. From the gradebook menu bar, choose PowerTeacher Gradebook > Preferences. 
The Preferences dialog appears. 

2. Click the Standards tab, if not already selected. 

3. Select the Allow assignment scores to auto-calculate the assignment standards 
scores checkbox. 

4. From the Default for new Assignments pop-up menu, select the default behavior for new 
assignments, or you can opt to set the default by assignment category. 

5. Click OK. 

6. Select a class from the Classes pane. 

7. Click the Assignments tab. The Assignment window appears. 
Note: To create a new assignment, see Add Assignments. 
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8. Double-click on the applicable assignment. The Assignment Detail window appears. 

9. Click the Standards tab. The available standards appear. For more information on the available 
standards, see View Standards Details. 

10. Select the Use Assignment Score to Calculate Standards Scores checkbox. 

11. Click Save. An arrow icon appears on the assignment standard to indicate that Push Assignment 
Scores is enabled on that assignment. 
Note: Alternately, you can right-click on the standard assignment to enable or disable the Push 
Assignment Scores feature. 

12. Enter the assignment score for the assignment you are working with. Note that the score pushes 
to the associated assignment standards. 

Add Standards Final Grade Comments 

When entering a standards final grade comment, you can use plain text, HTML, and predefined 
comments. 

Use the Fill Comments feature to fill comments for all student. For more information, see Fill Comments 
on Standards Final Grades. 

Note: Comment length is defined by your PowerSchool administrator and may be limited to a certain 
number of characters, which may not be exceeded. 

How to Add a Standards Final Grade Comments 

1. Select the class from the Classes pane. 

2. Click the Scoresheet tab, then click Final Grades mode. The Scoresheet Final Grades 
window appears. 

3. Select the student from the Student Groups pane. For more information, see Student Groups 
Pane. 

4. Select the applicable standards column. 

5. Do one of the following: 

 From the gradebook menu bar, choose Tools > Comment Inspector. 

 If using a two-button mouse, right-click the applicable score field and select Comment 
Inspector. 
The Standards Comment Inspector dialog appears. 

6. Manually enter final grade comments in the Comment field. Smart Text fields can be manually 
entered, or copied and pasted from a separate file, if needed. 

7. Click Comment Bank to select one or more predefined comments. Smart Text options display 
the appropriate information once selected. For more information on Smart Text, see Add 
Comments to the Personal Comment Bank. 

8. To filter comments that display in the Comment Bank: 

 Select a filter option from the Show Comments pop-up menu. 
Note: Click the star in the Favorites column next to a District comment to add it to the My 
Comment Bank filter. 

 Enter text in the Find field, and the Comment Bank is automatically filtered by the text you 
entered. Use spaces and/or commas to separate the values to further define the filter. 
The filter criteria searches data in the Code, Comment, and Category columns. 

9. Use the Previous and Next arrows to navigate to the next comment column, or navigate to a 
different student record, if applicable. 
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10. Click Save on the Scoresheet window. A blue circular “C” appears within the selected standard 
fiel 

Fill Comments on Standards Final Grades 

Use the Fill Comments command to quickly and easily enter the same comment for all students or for 
only those with unrecorded comments. Select the Fill Comments command from the gradebook menu 
bar, or right-mouse click to select the Fill Comments command for standards final grades using the Fill 
Comments dialog. The right-click menu also provides access to the Standard Comment Inspector. 

How to Fill Comments on Standards Final Grades 

1. Select a class from the Classes pane. 

2. To enter scores for a group of students, select the group from the Student Groups pane. 
Otherwise, all active students display by default. 

3. Click the Scoresheet tab, then click Final Grade mode. The applicable Final Grades Scoresheet 
window appears. 
Note: You cannot enter comments on standards assignments. 

4. Select the standards comment column header for which you want to fill comments. 

5. Right-click on the column and select Fill Comments. The Fill Comments dialog appears. 

6. Use the options provided to Indicate whether you want to only fill empty comments or replace all 
comments. 

7. Enter a comment manually, or select a comment from the Comment Bank If using Smart Text, the 
text substitutions do not display until you click OK. 

8. To filter comments that display in the Comment Bank: 

 Select a filter option from the Show Comments pop-up menu. 
Note: Click the star in the Favorites column next to a District comment to add it to the My 
Comment Bank filter. 

 Enter text in the Find field, and the Comment Bank is automatically filtered by the text you 
entered. Use spaces and/or commas to separate the values to further define the filter. 
The filter criteria searches data in the Code, Comment, and Category columns. 

7. Click OK on the Fill Scores dialog. A blue circular "C" appears on the Scoresheet within the 
selected student assignment score field. 

Note: To view the comment, hover the mouse over the comment icon. 

Edit Standards Scores for an Assignment 

In reviewing the previously entered assignment standards scores on the Scoresheet Student View 
window, you can change the standards assignment scores if needed. 

Note: This same method can be used to edit standards scores on the Scoresheet Assignment window. 

How to Edit Previously Entered Standards Scores for an Assignment 

1. Select the term from the [Term Selector] pop-up menu on the Classes pane. For more 
information, see Select Terms. 

2. Select the class from the Classes pane. For more information, see Select Classes. 

3. Select the Scoresheet tab, then click Student View mode. the Scoresheet Student View 
window appears. 
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4. Select the student from the Student Groups pane. For more information, see Student Groups 
Pane. 

5. Choose a reporting term from the Reporting Term pop-up menu. The Scoresheet Student 
window refreshes and displays only those assignments and scores with a due date that falls 
within that selected reporting term. 

6. Click the assignment score field under the applicable standard column. 
Note: To disassociate standards from an assignment, see Disassociate Standards from an 
Assignment. 

7. Do one of the following: 

 Use a quick entry option to edit the applicable attribute in the score field, such as 
Collected, Late, Exempt or Missing. For more information, see Quick Entry Tips. 

 If entering grades, either enter the grade in the field, or right-click on the score field and 
select the grade from the Grades submenu. 

 Use the Fill Scores commands to enter standard scores for all students listed on the 
scoresheet. 

2. Click Save when edits are complete. 

Work with the Final Score 

The Final Score row represents the student’s final grade on that standard for the marking period. 
Although a student might have 20 assignment standard scores in Q1 for a standard, ultimately that 
student will get one final score for the Q1 report card. The Final Score line represents that final score for 
the student for the report card. 

Determine the Standards Final Grade for the Marking Period 

The default calculation method is used as a starting point. However, you should review the standards 
scores, and review the calculations in the Summary area. Then you can determine if the calculated score 
is correct for the report card for this student, or if you want to choose a different grade on that standard for 
that student. 

Here are two examples, both of which start with the default calculation of the highest score for the final 
standards grade. 

Student 1 

 Scores: 3,3,3,4,4,4,4,4,4,4. 

 Highest = 4. 

 Example Final Grade Decision on this standard: For this student, 4 is probably a good choice for 
the final grade on this standard. No change or further work needed. 

Student 2 

 Scores: 2,2,4,2,1,2,2,2,2,2,2,2,2,2 

 Highest = 4. 

 Example Final Grade Decision on this standard: For this student, it would be good to know more 
about the time they got a 4. Likely, the teacher will want to change the standard final score on the 
report card from 4 to 2. Two is the median, mode, approximate average, and the most recent 
score. With this data, 2 appears to be a more accurate representation of the student’s actual 
proficiency level on this standard than 4. 

Override Default Final Score Calculation for a Specific Standard 
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The Final Score row displays the final grade calculation for each standard. This calculation is based on 
the default method selected on the Preferences dialog. The score appears orange when the calculated 
value is displayed. If the calculated value is changed, the value appears black. In addition, when the final 
score is changed, 

You can override this default value for each standard on the Scoresheet Student View window. When the 
final score is overridden, you can revert back to the calculated final score if necessary. 

How to Override the Default Final Standards Grade 

1. Select the term from the [Term Selector] pop-up menu on the Classes pane. For more 
information, see Select Terms. 

2. Select the class from the Classes pane. For more information, see Select Classes. 

3. Select the Scoresheet tab, then click Student View mode. the Scoresheet Student View 
window appears. 

4. Select the student from the Student Groups pane. For more information, see Student Groups 
Pane. 

5. Choose a reporting term from the Reporting Term pop-up menu. The Scoresheet Student 
window refreshes and displays only those assignments and scores with a due date that falls 
within that selected reporting term. 

6. Click the Final Score field under the standard column you want to change. 

7. Do one of the following: 

 Enter the grade in the field, or right-click on the Final Score field and select the grade 
from the Grades submenu. 

 To delete the score, right-click on the score field and select Clear Score from the shortcut 
menu. 

When the changes are made, several visual indicators appear to alert you that the calculated 
grade has been manually overridden: 

 

 If a calculated final score is overridden, an orange crescent appears in the upper left 
corner of the final score field, a red exclamation mark appears, and the grade text changes 
from orange to black. The field appears shaded until you click Save. 

 If no calculated final score value existed, but you enter one manually, a red exclamation 
mark appears and the text displays in black. The field appears shaded until you click Save. 

8. Click Save. The final score fields displays the new value. The visual indicators remain to alert 
you that the value has been changed. 

Copyright© 2005 - 2013 Pearson Education, Inc., or its affiliate(s). All rights reserved. 

Use the Preferences dialog to set the standard score calculation methods. 
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Standards Calculation Measures 

Here are five example scores, an explanation of each calculation option, and a discussion of when each 
option might be a good or a bad choice for your class. 

Example Scores Calculation Method Calculated Score Result 

Scores on five 
assignments: 

2, 3, 3, 3, 4 

Mean (average of the 
scores) 

3 

  Weighted Mean (average 
of the scores, weighted by 
points possible) 

3 (but depends on the weighted points possible for 
the assignments) 

Median (middle score) 3 

Mode (most frequently 
occurring score) 

3 

Note: When there is more than one mode, this 
score will be blank. 

Highest (highest score) 4 

Most Recent (average of 
the most recent scores) 

Most Recent 1 score: 4 

Most Recent 2 scores: 3.5 

(average of 3 and 4) 

Most Recent 3 scores: 3.33 

(average of 3, 3, and 4) 

You can also set a weight for each of the most 
recent scores on the Preferences dialog. 

For example, set the most recent calculation to use 
the last 3 scores. You want the most recent to be 
50%, and the 2 before to each be 25% of the 
calculation. 

Every measure has times when it is valuable, and times where it may not be the best measure for your 
class. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Calculation Method Description 

The following table lists the calculation methods available in PowerTeacher gradebook. 

Calculation Method When to Use It When Not to Use It 

Mean When you have equally important 
scores at each period of time, and the 
learning is not cumulative. For 
example, in History, final unit test 
scores on unit 1, unit 2, and unit 3 may 
all be independent. In that case, using 
the mean (or average) could be a good 
choice. 

When students are introduced to a new 
concept and the learning is cumulative 
over time. For example, students start 
out not understanding a concept, but 
over the term they get it. Averaging their 
initial scores (where they were 
unfamiliar with the work) with their final 
attempts (when they understood the 
concepts) may not be the best 
measure. For example, consider the 
following scores: 20%, 30%, 40%, 95%, 
100%. In this case, the student likely did 
not understand the concept at the 
beginning, but by the end they got it. 
The average here is 57%, which may 
not be the most reflective of their 
proficiency at the end of the term. 

Weighted Mean The weighted mean is better than the 
mean when assignments with high 
weighted points possible should be 
counted more heavily. 

When all standards scores are valid 
indicators of performance, the teacher 
may not care about the specific points 
possible. This is especially true if there 
are high point value assignments from 
early in the semester, and the students 
have grown tremendously since that 
time. 

Median When you have multiple data points, 
and students have been given lots of 
chances to demonstrate mastery. It 
allows the student to overcome their 
initial attempts when they don’t 
understand at the beginning, because 
only the middle score is used. Some 
people consider this one of the most 
consistent measures of performance. 
This measure throws out high and low 
outlying scores. For this reason, 
housing price data is usually listed in 
terms of the median sales price. There 
are extremes at either end that can 
skew average. 

When there are only a few data points. 
In that case, the middle number can 
simply be luck. Or, when the learning is 
cumulative, where the students know 
much more at the end of the term, and 
their proficiency is significantly better 
across the board than at the start. For 
example, consider the following scores: 
20%, 30%, 40%, 95%, 100%. In this 
case, the student likely did not 
understand the concept at the 
beginning, but by the end they got it. 
The median (or middle number) here is 
40%, and may not be the most 
reflective of their proficiency at the end 
of the term. 

Mode When you have a small range of 
possibilities. For example, when using 
letter grades A,B,C,D,F, or a 1-4 scale, 
there are only a limited range of score 

When there are multiple possible 
scores, and it is unlikely for the exact 
score to be consistent. For example, 
this is not a good measure for 



options. If a student’s scores are A, D, 
A, B, A, the most frequently occurring 
value is A. 

percentage scores. 

Example percentage scores: 90, 91, 25, 
100, 99, 81.5, 98, 97, 25, 96, 94. In this 
data, the mode is 25%. The average is 
81.5%. The median is 94%. 

Highest When the student’s highest level of 
demonstrated proficiency is a good 
indicator of what they know and can do. 
When assessments are in-depth and 
highly reliable. In these cases, many 
districts believe that the student’s 
highest score is a good indicator. 

When the highest score could be based 
on chance or lucky guessing. For 
example, on multiple choice tests, the 
student could have guessed right on 
several questions by chance, boosting 
their highest score. For example, one 
student’s results for one standard 
assessed on 5 multiple choice tests 
were as follows: 70, 95, 70, 70, 70. 
Although the student did get a 95 once, 
this score may not be the best reflection 
of the student’s actual level of 
proficiency on this standard. 

Most Recent When the learning is cumulative, and 

the students will demonstrate a much 

higher level of proficiency at the end of 

the term than at the beginning. In these 

cases, it makes sense to focus on the 

most recent scores as a reflection of 

the student’s proficiency. 

When some of most recent scores 

themselves are anomalies. For 

example, if a student recently was very 

ill, or experienced some other 

phenomenon, then the most recent 

scores may not be reflective of their 

actual proficiency. This is usually 

assessed student by student to 

determine if the most recent scores are 

accurate. It can also happen when the 

most recent assessment is not as 

detailed or reliable as earlier 

assessments, or there were other 

distracting factors. For example, 

students have lots of good quizzes and 

a unit test with reliable data. That was 

followed by in-class review worksheets. 

Half of the students were distracted 

completing them because there was 

construction going on outside. In this 

case, the most recent data may not be 

the most reflective. 

Important Usage Note: In PowerTeacher gradebook, you can mark any score as Exempt. If a student 
was sick during the last quiz, you can exempt this score. The most recent calculation will then ignore that 
score, and use the previous score. In this manner, you can use the most recent scores, while still 
exempting any scores that are not good reflections of the student’s learning. 

How do I determine the standards final grade for the marking period? 

The default calculation method is used as a starting point. However, as described above, sometimes 
these measures work very well, and other times there are reasons to prefer a different calculation. The 



default calculation is a good starting point. However, the teacher should review the standards scores 
above, and review the calculations in the summary area below. Then the teacher can determine if the 
calculated score is correct for the report card for this student, or if they want to choose a different grade 
on that standard for that student. 

Here are two examples, both of which start with the default calculation of the highest score for the final 
standards grade. 

Student 1 

 Scores: 3,3,3,4,4,4,4,4,4,4. 

 Highest = 4. 

 Final Grade Decision on this standard: For this student, 4 is probably a good choice for the final 
grade on this standard. No change or further work needed. 

Student 2 

 Scores: 2,2,4,2,1,2,2,2,2,2,2,2,2,2 

 Highest = 4. 

 Final Grade Decision on this standard: For this student, it would be good to know more about the 
time they got a 4. Likely, the teacher will want to change the standard final score on the report 
card from 4 to 2. Two is the median, mode, approximate average, and the most recent score. 
With this data, 2 appears to be a more accurate representation of the student’s actual proficiency 
level on this standard than 4 

Recalculate Standards Final Grades 

When you change the overall standards final grade calculation method, and there are pre-existing scores, 
you may want to recalculate standards final grades for other sections. 

If standard final grades have been entered for a section, and the default standard final grade calculation 
on the Preferences dialog is changed, the calculated final grades are automatically updated for the 
current and future reporting term for that section. Any manually entered standard final grades remain 
intact. Completed reporting terms are not recalculated for the section. 

To recalculate standard final grades for different sections, use the Recalculate Final Scores command 
on the Tools menu. This command recalculates the calculated standard final grades for the current 
section for the current and future reporting terms, but does not recalculate manually entered final grades. 

How to Recalculate Standards Final Scores 

1. Select the term from the [Term Selector] pop-up menu on the Classes pane. For more 
information, see Select Terms. 

2. Select the class from the Classes pane. For more information, see Select Classes. 

3. Select the Scoresheet tab, then click Final Grades mode. the Scoresheet Final Grades 
window appears. 

4. Select the student from the Student Groups pane. For more information, see Student Groups 
Pane. 

5. From the gradebook menu bar, choose Tools > Recalculate Final Scores. The Recalculate 
Final Scores dialog appears. 

6. Select the Standards Final Grades option. 

7. Click OK. The calculated standard grades are updated and can be viewed on the Scoresheet 
window in Final Grades mode. 

8. Repeat this procedure for each section. 
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Fill Standards Final Grades 

Use the Fill Scores command on the assignment or standard column on the Scoresheet Final Grades 
window to quickly and easily enter the same standards final grade for all students or for only those with 
unrecorded scores. 

How to Fill Final Standards Grades 

1. Select a class from the Classes pane. 

2. To enter scores for a group of students, select the group from the Student Groups pane. 
Otherwise, all active students display by default. 

3. Click the Scoresheet tab, then click Final Grades mode. The Scoresheet Final Grades 
window appears. 

4. Right-click the standards or additional final grade item column header for which you want to fill 
scores, and select Fill Scores. from the shortcut menu.. 
Note: You can also choose Tools > Fill Scores from the gradebook menu bar. For additional 
entry options, see Quick Entry Tips. 

5. Indicate whether you want to only fill empty scores or replace all scores by selecting one of the 
following options: 

1.  

 Items with No Score 

 Replace All 

7. Select or enter a grade value. 

8. Click OK. The values you selected appear on the scoresheet. 

9. Click Save 
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